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by the Bessemer process But this is not true Car-
negie was not a pioneer in this industry any more
than John D Rockefeller was in the oil business.
Like Rockefeller, he took no real interest in a new
idea until its practicality and future success had
been well demonstrated by others When Carnegie
went into the iron business in 1864, he was still
wedded to the idea that wrought iron, made by the
old process, was to be the standard railroad metal
of the future But by 1866, many manufacturers
were turning to the Bessemer process with evi-
dent success At this time, William Coleman, one
of his partners, suggested that they begin making
steel by the Bessemer process The other partners
agreed, but Carnegie strenuously objected Indeed,
Carnegie was not a steel or iron expert in the real
sense He was a financier, a capitalist, a business
booster As his business developed, he spent less
and less time in the management of the concern,
and gave his best attention to popularizing the
Carnegie products among buyers throughout the
country He promptly removed to New York and
began to make the acquaintance of all kinds of
people with a view to gathering prestige for him-
self and his business. He traveled widely and
began to make many trips to Europe In England